
CLUSTER NEWS FLASH 

   Warm greetings in this cold win-

ter. We come to you as another 

wave of Covid-19 is gripping the 

country. Cluster News Flash 

wishes you and your loved ones 

safety. Our deepest condolences 

to those who have lost loved 

ones as a result of this pandemic. 

  We also come to you at the time 

when the country is rolling out its 

vaccine programme and we  

encourage all who qualify to  

register and get vaccinated. Our 

key message remains please 

follow all the basic prevention 

protocols: mask up, sanitize/wash 

hands, keep social distance, 

avoid crowded places and only 

go out when really necessary. 

   It is also a difficult time for 

many households as unemploy-

ment increased in the first quarter 

of 2021 to 43.6% with youth  

unemployment rising to 74.4%.    

The impact of unemployment will  

always be felt among young  

children as they depend entirely 

on adults to provide for them. Let 

us all be alert and pay attention 

to all children around us so that 

we can all rise to the challenge of 

“it takes a village to raise a child”. 

May we all be that village to each 

child during these challenging 

times. 

  We have also received reports 

of break-ins at some of our ECD 

centres. This is unacceptable as 

it steals resources that are meant 

to protect, develop and stimulate 

our children. 

Building on primary caregivers parenting 
skills 

The month of May saw a restart of the Parental/Primary Caregiver Capacity building 

programme in all three Clusters. The training programme consisted of 12 sessions, 

culminating with a day of HIV testing supported by Anova Health Institute’s Mobile Unit. 

Across all three clusters we have had 139 primary caregivers complete the training, 

with 48 coming from Mamabolo Cluster at Mongwaneng, Monywaneng, Thune, Ga-

Mamphaka and Moshate. These primary caregivers are linked to Mpamba Crѐche, Kibi 

Preschool, Kamela Raphela Day Care and Pitšeng Tše Kgolo Preschool.   

    The training was targeted at parents and caregivers with babies and young children 

from birth to five years old. The approach of the training is based on the recognition that 

parents and caregivers already possess a wealth of knowledge and experience in  

raising children and as such sought to create a platform for them to share experiences 

with each other and add new ideas to what they already know. This training is followed 

by house visits to some of the parents to understand how they have implemented what 

they have learnt in their daily life with their children. The visits are arranged with prior 

permission from the caregivers. Thereafter there is a one day follow up workshop to 

respond to some of the challenges identified during the house visits. Congratulations to 

all those who completed the training. 
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Some of the caregivers who completed the 

Parent Programme at Mpamba Crѐche 

Some of the caregivers at Kamela Raphela 

lining up for a sack race during the training 

 I am grateful to Thušanang for the opportunity to participate in this training. It has 

opened my eyes about the importance of making time for my children. 

 As a result of this training, I have realised the importance of reading books for my 

children and telling them stories, and I didn't know that they would actually enjoy it 

so much. 

 This training has taught me to always be mindful of how I feel and how my  

feelings can affect my children.  

 I have learnt about the harm that I cause to my children by using corporal punish-

ment to discipline them. I have thrown away the sticks and try to talk to them, 

even though this is not easy as I was raised to believe that corporal punishment is 

the only effective way of discipline. 



A day of mentorship and  

demonstration 
   Experts involved in the development of human capital will tell you that 

training alone is never enough. It has to be accompanied by mentorship 

and coaching. The role of mentorship is similar to holding a baby’s hand 

as he/she learns to take the first steps.   

   In a multi-pronged strategy to enhance the capacity of ECD  

Practitioners, Thušanang has engaged in a process of mentorship and 

demonstration in addition to training. Since the start of the year, 

Thušanang Trainers have been visiting all the ECD centres in the cluster 

to spend a full day with them providing mentorship and demonstrating how 

certain activities are set up and facilitated.  

   When the Trainers visit the centres, they work with the full complement 

of ECD Practitioners at the centre starting from the time when children 

arrive until the end of day. During that time they work through the entire 

daily programme, demonstrating each section of the programme as it  

occurs. At the end of the day the Trainer spends time debriefing and  

reflecting with the Practitioners on what they have learnt, what worked well 

and how some of the activities can be done differently.  

Stealing from an ECD 
centre is stealing 

from children 
   In the month of May and June two ECD  

centres from our clusters were broken into and 

had valuable items stolen. At Napsadi  

Preschool thieves stole food that was bought 

in that week to feed children. This left staff 

trying to make ends meet so that they could 

still feed the children. 

   At Ratang Bana Day Care, their overflow 

centre referred to as Ratang Bana 2, had a big 

drum stolen, leaving the staff scratching their 

heads to come up with alternative ways to 

carry on with activities which were led with the 

use of the drum. 

   While we know that crime is rife in South 

Africa, we are left wondering what type of 

community we are that steals from children. 

Thieves usually steal to sell to someone else, 

and more often than not the buyer comes from 

the same community. What kind of people are 

we, who would place a major stumbling block 

in the way of the development of their own 

children.     

   Thušanang Trust along with the entire ECD 

sector condemns these incidents in the  

strongest possible terms. We further call upon 

community members to be vigilant and help to 

safeguard the property of ECD centres by  

reporting any suspicious movements to the 

police, members of community policing forums 

and to the local leaders.  A crime against child 

development facilities is a crime against our 

own future.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s drum recently stolen from Ratang Bana 2 

Day Care.  

 

R Masipa demonstrating an outdoor activity at Pitšeng Tše Kgolo. .  

R Masipa demonstrating an outdoor 

activity at Pitšeng Tše Kgolo. 

How people feel about Mentorship 

 As a Trainer I was impressed to see Practi-
tioners leading the activities during the sec-
ond visit. It showed progress. 

 Mentorship has opened our eyes and given 
us variety in our activities 

 This programme has changed the way we 
view and implement the Daily Programme. It 
is now a living document. 

 The demonstration visit makes everything 

practical. 



Improving facilities for our children  

   In April 2021 Thušanang commenced with the upgrading of facilities for children at several ECD centres.  
Although almost all ECD centres in the cluster need some form of improvement to their facilities, Thušanang 
had to prioritise a few based on the available budget. Those prioritised were chosen in order to help them to 
meet the requirements for registration or renewal of registration as partial care facilities. All ECD centres are 
required by law to register as partial care centres.  

   Each ECD centre is assessed individually in order to determine which facilities are upgraded. As a result no 
two centres will receive the same things. It is all dependent on the needs of each centre in relation to the norms 
and standards. 

   In the Mamabolo Cluster, there were only two ECD centres that were not registered as partial care centres. 
One of these two has since stopped operating, which left Malefokane meeting the criteria for the first priority list 
as stated above.  

   Work at all the sites in the three clusters is near completion. In this edition of Cluster News Flash we share 
with you some of the facilities that were in place before the upgrading as well as work in progress. Cluster News 
Flash will be sharing with you pictures of the completed facilities in the next edition. All of them will also be  
supported to prepare and submit their application for registration.  

Left: Design of a new toilet being constructed at 

Malefokane Day Care Centre. This new toilet will 

feature two cubicles for boys and two for girls and a 

separate toilet for adults in the middle. The design 

ensures privacy while enabling adult supervision for 

the children. 

Below Left: Current toilet at Malefokane used by 

both children and adults 



Contact us 

Cluster Coordinator:   

Mapula Maake 073 802 9516 

Project Coordinator:  

Peter Sekgobela 078 575 3666 

peter@thusanangtrust.org.za 

Office Line: 015 065 0232                               

Office Cell:  083 379 5656   

Facebook Page: Thušanang Trust 

Upcoming Events 
Please note: Dates will be provided in due course. 

Information Sharing Dialogues 

Segoreng: Maditaboga Preschool 

Children’s rights 

Child trafficking and child protection                                                                                                              

Monywaneng: Mpamba Crѐche  

Children’s rights 

Child trafficking and child protection                                                                                                             

Thune: Kamela Raphela Day Care 

Children’s rights 

Child trafficking and child protection                                                                                                                

Halala! Graduates Halala!   

On 16 June 2021 Thušanang held its first gradua-

tion and certificate ceremony under lockdown. It 

was a graduation like none before with no  

congratulatory hugs and high fives, everyone 

masked and observing social distance, and yet it was still a beautiful ceremony. 24  

Practitioners (top main picture) received their Level 4 certificate while 30 Practitioners 

(above left) obtained their Level 1 & 2 ECD Skills plus First Aid certificates as well as First 

Aid Kits. At the same ceremony Mrs Betty Maake of Maditaboga Day Care Centre (above 

right) received an award for ECD Centre of the Year, presented to her by Mrs Ann Luther 

on behalf of Thušanang Trust. 

  Covid-19 is still 

amongst us!    

   South Africa is currently battling 

against the Delta variant of Covid-

19. It has been almost a year and 

half since the Disaster Manage-

ment Act was activated and we 

are now under Level 4 restrictions. 

We would like to remind you as a 

reader to take personal responsi-

bility for your own safety and that 

of your family. No one should 

need to be policed in order to  

adhere to the protocols that are 

meant to prevent the spread of the 

corona virus. It is easy to become 

complacent and maybe even tired 

of wearing masks and keeping 

social distance, but it is neces-

sary.  

   Those who are eligible for  

vaccines please take this  

opportunity with both hands. 

Those who have already vaccinat-

ed please continue to take care 

and follow these basic protocols 

until such time when the country 

can be declared free of the pan-

demic. It is for our own good and 

the good of those around us.                                  


