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Ending Gender-Based Violence

(with special focus on girls)

Problem Statement:

Violence against girls and gender-based violence is a serious child and human rights violation.
Worldwide, more than 650 million women alive were married off in childhood. Each year, an estima-
ted 12 million girls are married off before they are 18 years old. It has been shown that these girls are
less likely to remain in education and more likely to experience domestic violence. When families
experience economic crises, the number increases. It is estimated that in addition 10 million girls are
at risk of marriage as aresult of the pandemic. Although there are no estimates on this yet, it can also be
assumed that the global economic consequences of the war against Ukraine will exacerbate the situ-
ation of girls worldwide, regarding a rise in sexual violence, food insecurity, and increased rates of
under-18 marriage.

In particular, girls who are married off as minors experience violence. Nearly one in four girls aged 15
to 19 (24 percent) are victims of physical and/or sexual violence by an intimate partner or husband.
An estimated 120 million girls under 20 - about one in 10 - are forced into sex or other sexual acts.
Around 200 million women and girls between the ages of 15 and 49 live in countries where the prac-
tice of female genital mutilation is widespread. In some of these countries, the practice is so entren-
ched that it can be assumed that almost all girls are mutilated, with far-reaching consequences for
their physical and mental health and future lives.

A quarter of all children under the age of 5 - around 176 million children - grow up with a mother who
has been victim to intimate-partner violence. Children affected by intimate partner violence are not
only at higher risk of experiencing violence themselves, but also of suffering negative consequences
related to their health, development, and well-being.

Victims and survivors of violence do not receive the support they need. Less than 40 percent of the
girls affected receive support. In addition, weak and non-functioning legal systems in many places lead
to de facto impunity for perpetrators, so that, for example, the probability of being convicted after a
rape is not high.

There is a strong presence of violence against girls, in the virtual reality, such as harassment, stal-
king, information leakage, blackmail and non-consensual dissemination of intimate photos and vi-
deos as well as material of abuse. Power relations that victimise women and girls are replicated in the
virtual space. With the exponential growth of internet access, virtual crimes do not depend on physi-
cal presence and are marked by impunity, especially due to the absence and/or insufficiency of legis-
lation on the subject and weak law enforcement.

The causes of violence against girls are very complex, however, they inter-relate with issues of gen-
der power relations and related social norms of male dominance, and women'’s and girls’ low social

status. Therefore, violence is preserved by patriarchal systems and social acceptance.

In addition, girls are not only discriminated against because of their sex and gender but their discrimi-
nation is inextricably linked to other identities, factors and experiences such as race, religion, legal status
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(in context of migration) and poverty that contribute to gender discrimination and inequality. As a
result of intersectionality, meaning that girls experience discrimination on the basis of multiple and
intersecting identities, there exists a high vulnerability. Due to these layers of inequality the risk for
violence for certain groups of girls and women is higher.

Solutions

Governments have committed themselves to protecting girls from violence in several United Nations
conventions and resolutions as well as additional protocols (for example, the Human Rights and Chil-
dren's Rights Conventions, the Istanbul Convention, and several Security Council resolutions). The
implementation of these obligations must become a guiding principle for policies and their imple-
mentation.

However, policies are only one side of the coin. Without societal acceptance of policies and proper
implementation, policies are useless. Therefore, social change is fundamental. At the same time,
social change needs to manifest itself in according policies. And most of all, there must be political
will and funding to implement policies.

Important factors in preventing and dealing with violence are victim support, strong child protection sys-
tems, and functioning accessible justice systems that raise detection and punishment rates.

Strong civil society — especially women'’s, youth and children’s rights movements — is a driver of so-
cietal change and transformation. Civil society needs space to unfold its strength.

Recommendations

The high number of girls affected by violence is alarming and make it clear that we must act to end
the violence. Each girl affected by violence is one too many.

We want our governments and the international community to....

... acknowledge violence against girls as a fundamental violation of their rights. It is necessary to fo-
cus on the protection of girls and young women from violence as a priority area. This requires consis-
tent problem analyses regarding the endangerment of girls. That means increasing political will and
accountability to end gender-based violence with special focus on violence against girls.

... honour and acknowledge women’s movements and to collaborate with women's rights, youth and
children’s rights organisations and survivor advocates to establish partnerships and cooperation to
prevent and end gender-based violence with special focus on violence against girls. Promote the
leadership of girls and women in their diversity and their meaningful participation in policy making
and decision making from global to local levels.

... critically address gender roles, social norms and practices, that lead to gender inequality and discrimi-
nation and legitimate and preserve gender-based violence with special focus on violence against
girls. Implement gender-transformative approaches that address gender norms and unequal power
structures on which violence against girls is based.
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... rise up investments in policies and strategies to address gender-based violence with special focus
on violence against girls by financing national action plans to end violence against girls and women,
fund women'’s, youth and children’s rights organisations.

... support holistic approaches that include sets of interventions from various sectors (legal, policy,
social, services). Survivors of violence and victims as well as survivor movements need extensive
support and services. Investments must be made in appropriate support mechanisms (for example,
in protection institutions) and the legal system. Stronger legal systems are needed to end the persis-
ting impunity of perpetrators.

... implement effectively, comprehensively and continuously the assistance, health, security and jus-
tice systems provided for in specific legislation in order to guarantee the promotion and defence of
women and girls who are victims of gender-based violence. The systems need to be child-friendly to
make them accessible for girls.

... include an intersectional approach by considering the multi-dimensional and diverse realities of
girls and women'’s living situations and especially the needs of most marginalized girls and women. An
interaction between racism, poverty and gender exists and has to be targeted in all interventions.

... finance and incentivise education systems that prioritise access to education for girls in disadvan-
taged communities. Lack of access to education by girls exacerbates their vulnerability to gender
inequalities. In a world where climatic shocks are increasing in magnitude and frequency, it is evident
that illiteracy and lack of knowledge increases the levels of exposure to poverty, exploitation and di-
saster risks.

... tackle violence against girls in the virtual space by supporting prevention, detection and legislative
measures as well as support for survivors. Tackling violence online must include stakeholders from

the private sector, especially technology companies.

... monitor the progress of implemented measures and be transparent about what is being done.
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